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A North Korean woman called Soon Ok Lee, who was imprisoned in North Korea, tells the

following story:

“I went to the smelting factory. The work was almost done for the day and | had to check the daily
production. | saw eight Christian prisoners carrying a big metal kettle holding molten iron. An officer called
to them using very vile words. “Tomorrow is the day of re-education training. As you know, it is held
because of your stubbornness. You are supposed to turn yourself in. Tomorrow is a cleaning of the mind
day. Tomorrow you will go out and tell everyone that there is nothing in heaven to believe in; there is no
God. Otherwise you will be killed. Do you understand?”

There was silence. Not one of the prisoners responded to the officer. He didn’t wait long for an answer
because he didn't like to be ignored. He knew that tomorrow was an important day for re-education and he
wanted the believers to recant. He yelled at the prisoners, “Why are you so quiet? Answer me! Answer me
now!”

No one said a word. The officer became furious and began to curse at the men. At the top of his voice, he
screamed, “All eight of you come here and put your face to the ground!”

They came just as he ordered. They sat on their knees and then bent their heads down.

The officer called over to the other male prisoners; “We cannot let these men live. They think they do not
know who | am. Bring boiling liquid iron from the furnace and pour it on them!”

The male prisoners’ faces were full of fear. The liquid iron was 1,200 degrees. They hesitated to do this
terrible thing. The officer gave them a fierce scowl. “Do you want to die with them?”

The frightened prisoners ran to get a kettle of molten iron. Then they quickly poured the boiling iron on top
of the people of God kneeling so quietly. Suddenly the smell of burning flesh assailed my nostrils. The
bodies began to shrivel from the intense heat as the liquid metal burned right through their flesh.

| fell to the ground and almost fainted from shock. The impact on me was so tremendous that | screamed
as if | was crazy. Other prisoners in the factory screamed with horror as the eight Christians died.

I looked at their shrunken bodies and wondered in my heart, “What do they believe? What do they see in
the empty sky? What could be more important to them than their lives?

In the years | was in the prison, | saw many believers die. Yet they never, never denied the God who is in
heaven. All they had to do was say they don't believe in religion and then they would be released.

I didn’t understand what made them not fear death. Their unbelievable faith brought a big question into my
heart: What did they see, and what am | missing?™

Soon Ok Lee says that the Christian prisoners were never allowed to raise their heads or speak
to the guards. But if they were, their words would probably have echoed those of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abendego, “We hear your threat, and the God we serve is able to rescue us from
your hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know, we will not serve or worship anyone

but Him.”
1Soon Ok Lee, Eyes of the Tailless Animals — Prigmoirs of a North Korean Woman, Living Sacrificedk Company, 1999.
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