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“But it isf

ikely that the messianic and eschatological connotations of the vision would have sparked off the same sort of triumphalism and

misdirected hopes which made the term  “the Christ” 6 Xpiotdg itself so hazardous. There is triumph to come, but before that there is to
be rejection and death in Jerusalem. Only after that, and after “the son of man raised from dead” 6 vi0g ToD dvOpWTOUL €K VEKPGOV
avaoty], would it be possible for the vision to be shared without provoking the wrong sort of messianic enthusiasm. By that time, the open

secret of Jesus'  resurrection would already have made public something of what this private vision had told them about Jesus.”
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YFrance, R. T. (2002). The Gospel of Mark : A commentary on the Greek text (356). Grand Rapids, Mich.;

Calisdle: W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press.
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But ggsléj)&pﬁn()noav is unexpected. Normally verbs of astonishment (see on 1:22) denote the crowd’ s reaction to a
miracle or to some striking teaching, but they have seen and heard nothing yet, nor has the narrative given us reason
to believe that they had any inkling of what has happened on the mountain. It is tempting to detect an echo of the
Israelites’ awe before Moses when he came down from the mountain with his face shining (Ex. 34:29 - 35), but
we have noted that Mark has avoided any clear allusion to that narrative. Verse 8 suggests an immediate return to
normality, and the secrecy demanded in v. 9 would be strange if the ‘transfiguration’ of Jesus remained visible
for all to see. More likely Mark uses the verb rather extravagantly to denote the powerful impression which Jesus’
personal presence by now created;  ‘this authority emanates from him even before he speaks or acts’
(Schweizer). *
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